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Stories by Bill Teegarden
How This 'Most Unfortunate' Civil War General Helped Give America the Statue of Liberty

On Oct. 28, 1886, Charles Pomeroy Stone became severely ill after serving as the grand marshal of the dedication parade for the Statue of Liberty. Stone never regained his health, and three months later, he died of pneumonia.
Stone -- the former Union Army officer that Ulysses S. Grant considered "the most unfortunate man he had ever known" -- lived quite an eventful life. Before becoming the chief engineer for the construction of an iconic U.S. landmark, Stone was a celebrated Mexican-American War veteran, the organizer of security for President Abraham Lincoln's inauguration, and a brigadier general during the Civil War.
Stone also was in command at one of the Union Army's most humiliating defeats that included the death of Col. Edward Baker, the only time a sitting U.S. senator died during combat.
"Had Baker survived this battle, it would have been merely a footnote of Civil War history," according to the Army Historical Foundation. "Instead, his death turned this minor defeat into a major controversy that incited contemporaries and has fascinated historians ever since."
Given different leadership decisions, the Battle of Ball's Bluff in Virginia on Oct. 21, 1861, might have never happened or possibly had a different outcome. With Union troops stationed on Harrison Island, Maryland, Maj. Gen. George McClellan ordered Stone to stage "a slight demonstration" the day before to determine the presence of any Confederate forces on the Virginia side of the Potomac River.
When no rebel forces responded, a reconnaissance party was dispatched, and after that contingent, led by Capt. Chase Philbrick, moved inland at night toward Leesburg, Virginia, it mistook a cluster of trees for Confederate tents. Rushing to alert the Union hierarchy, Philbrick did not confirm what he saw, compounding his mistake.
Stone ordered Col. Charles Devens of the 15th Massachusetts Infantry to attack at first light, but Devens soon learned that Philbrick's intelligence was incorrect. Instead of pulling back, though, Stone sent the remainder of the 15th Massachusetts to rejoin Devens and scout further. After Baker arrived at the scene, Stone sent him to evaluate the situation.
With Baker’s forces en route, a messenger informed him that Devens' men were fighting Confederates. With limited, if any, experience in river crossings, Baker ordered troops to assist Devens, but a lack of available boats made that virtually impossible. With reinforcements not coming, Devens' forces retreated to Ball's Bluff.
During the battle, their backs against the Potomac River, Union soldiers had nowhere to go. Baker, one of Lincoln's close friends, was shot six times and killed -- one of 223 federal troops to die at the Battle of Ball's Bluff, most of them drowning while futilely attempting to flee. The Union sustained 1,002 casualties overall, more than six times the Confederates' 155.
Baker's death incensed some fellow congressional Republicans and helped lead to the creation of the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War in December 1861. The Battle of Ball's Bluff was its first case -- and Stone its first target. For his part, Stone (and McClellan initially) lay blame on Baker, contending: "The whole story is that Col. Baker chose to bring on a battle." The seven-member committee, which included five Republicans, was not swayed and impugned the reputation of Stone, a Democrat, and sought to portray him as disloyal and a rebel sympathizer.
War Secretary Edwin Stanton wanted Stone arrested, but McClellan initially resisted. Stone confronted a stiff headwind, however, in proclaiming his innocence, especially after a damning newspaper story that recounted a supposed order provided by one of Baker's subordinates. The article claimed that Stone implored Baker "to make a dash on Leesburg," to which the senator responded: "I will obey Gen. Stone's order, but it will be my death warrant." Allegations that Stone ordered that escaped slaves be returned to their owners added to his troubles.
After Stanton again pushed for Stone's arrest, McClellan acquiesced. Stone was detained in February 1862 despite no formal charges, drawing swift rebukes from his supporters. One Army officer labeled Stone's treatment "the greatest outrage," another alleged that McClellan betrayed Stone to save himself, and legendary Gen. Winfield Scott -- who had chosen Stone to defend Washington against the secessionist threat before the war -- fumed, "If he is a traitor, I am a traitor, and we are all traitors."
Stone endured 50 days of solitary confinement at Fort Lafayette in New York before serving the rest of his six-month imprisonment at nearby Fort Hamilton. With the furor over Baker's death and what occurred at Ball's Bluff sufficiently died down, Stone was released that August without an apology or explanation. He remained in the military for another two years but never received another command, and by the time he left the Army in September 1864, he was near a nervous breakdown.
If Stone's story ended there, he would have been viewed forevermore as a broken man. With his health -- not to mention his reputation -- in need of repair, Stone ventured to the other side of the world. A civil engineer by trade, Stone moved to Egypt in 1870 and spent more than a decade building its army and surveying the region.
Partly on Grant's recommendation, Stone was hired to work on the Statue of Liberty in 1883. He served as the statue’s chief engineer, and in that capacity, he was in charge of overseeing shipments, construction and the process of attaching Lady Liberty to its pedestal. It was not an insignificant undertaking; after all, when France gifted the statue to the United States, it came in 350 pieces that had to be assembled into the 151-foot-tall iconic symbol of freedom it became.
Two decades after the Battle of Ball’s Bluff, Stone’s work on the Statue of Liberty could be viewed by some as a redemptive act. And it likely was not lost on the former military man that where the Statue of Liberty stands so majestically in New York Harbor is not far from where he was once jailed.
It is also only about two hours south from where the 62-year-old Stone was buried at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point with full military honors.
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INTELLIGENCE OPERATION AT HARPERS FERRY
On 9 May 1861, Union spy Kirk Mason performed the first of three intelligence missions at Harpers Ferry. His activities are believed to be some of the first military reconnaissance operations of the American Civil War.

In April 1861, Brig. Gen. Joseph K. F. Mansfield became commander of the new Department of Washington. Mansfield, like many others during the war, relied primarily on personal informant networks for intelligence. His priority lay in producing accurate maps of the area around Washington, D.C., though his informants also engaged in counterespionage operations, such as locating covert arms dealers and uncovering secessionist sects within Washington. When Allan Pinkerton’s spy network began operating around the same time, it significantly hindered Mansfield’s operations. Nevertheless, he retained a small number of personal spies for gathering local intelligence.

Confederate forces in Virginia had taken control of the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry in April 1861, setting fire to the building and destroying more than 15,000 weapons. On 28 April, Col. Thomas J. Jackson (of later “Stonewall” fame) took control of Harpers Ferry. The Union government had a vested interest in the activity there, as it was a major port on the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers and controlled the busy Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The closeness of Union and Rebel territory across the narrow Potomac made it an especially dangerous area for spies.

On 9 May 1861, Kirk R. Mason, an infantryman from New York, received word from the U.S. State Department to report to General Mansfield’s headquarters. Upon arrival, Mason was ordered to Harpers Ferry “for the purpose of obtaining information for the government.” Mason spent the next week gathering intelligence on the buildup of enemy troops under Colonel Jackson. On 16 May, he delivered an account of his operations to General Mansfield, Col. Alexander Hamilton (grandson of the Founding Father of the same name), President Abraham Lincoln, and Secretary of War Simon Cameron. His statement included:

"(1st) The Evidences of Treason I discovered at Frederick, Maryland; (2) The number and position of the batteries established by the Enemy, both on the Maryland and Virginia side of the Potomac and near Harper’s Ferry, and the range and strength (number and caliber of the guns) of the said Batteries; (3) The efforts making by the Enemy to obstruct the Rail Road and the passage of troops on the Maryland side of the Potomac; (4) the number of Cavalry under the command of Capt. Ashby; (5) The extent of the Rebel pickets as then established; (6) The number and position of the Infantry and horse Artillery of the Rebels, and the States from which the different Regiments came; (7) The preparations made by the Rebels to blow up and destroy the R. R. Bridge across the Potomac at Harper’s Ferry; (8) The state of the Fortifications on the Maryland heights, and the number of Troops stationed there, also the number and size of the Cannon, etc etc."
Mason also supplied two maps with illustrations of his observations of Harpers Ferry. His time on the border was marked by suspicions of spying, and he was unlawfully arrested, searched, and imprisoned. He performed two more scouting operations in areas around Harpers Ferry for the Union, believed to be some of the first purely military intelligence operations of the war. He continued to sporadically gather intelligence for the Union while serving with the 30th New York Infantry Regiment. Little else is known about Mason’s career save for his arrest in late 1864 for “recruiting in the District of Colombia,” a newly instituted and short-lived law at the time. He was pardoned in 1865 by President Andrew Johnson after serving ten months of his one-year sentence.
THE NOVEL ‘KNORK’ HELPED CIVIL WAR AMPUTEES EAT
The Civil War saw many advances in devices to aid amputees.
By TRACEY MCINTIRE3/11/2024
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Amputee knife/fork owned by Dennis Sidney Murphy, who lost his right arm in the Second Battle of Manassas. Donated to the National Museum of Civil War Medicine by Murphy’s great-grandaughter, Julie Carter. (National Museum of Civil War Medicine Collection, 2023.009.001)

By the end of the Civil War, it is estimated that surgeons on both sides had conducted roughly 60,000 amputations. With the increased number of disabled veterans, the prosthetic industry saw great advances. Many of these veterans, however, decided not to wear artificial limbs for various reasons, including not wishing to take “charity” from the government (which gave a stipend to veterans for the purchase of a prosthesis), and making their contribution to their cause more visible to the public, by pinning up an empty sleeve or trouser leg instead of hiding the injury with an artificial limb. In addition, depending on the type of injury or how the wound healed, some prosthetic limbs could be uncomfortable to wear. 
As a result, another industry sprang up that made implements for veterans who did not have a prosthesis. Veterans who had lost an arm learned to use specially designed devices with their remaining limb in order to perform everyday tasks.
One of these devices was the “One Armed Man Fork.” This knife and fork combination utensil was also given the name “knork.” While the basic design had been in existence since the 1700s, it was refined and made popular just after the Civil War. One of the companies manufacturing the knork was the Artificial Limbs & Specialties Co. of New York, which partnered with The Press Button Knife Co. to manufacture a switchblade version. The blade was enclosed and could be released by pressing a button. The blade was made of steel and the handle was aluminum. An advertisement for this device states that “a piece of meat can be cut on the plate by a rolling motion given to the knife, and the knife can then be inverted by twisting the hand and food conveyed to the mouth by means of the fork. Butter can be spread upon bread, potatoes mashed, and other services performed. Pressure applied to the press button will release the lock and the knife can be closed and carried in the pocket. Price: $2.00.”
Less elaborate styles of knorks (as shown in the photo) were also available for those on a limited budget.
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Books by Bill Teegarden
Love and Duty
I Saw Death Coming - Kidada E. Williams
Fortress Nashville by Mark Zimmerman
The Nation That Never Was by Kermit Roosevelt III
Strategic Command: American Civil War Game
2 Books Trace Enslaved Peoples Journey to Freedom
In The Crucible Of the American Civil War - Cronin and Van Tuyll
When Hell Came To Sharpsburg by Steven Cowie
America's Hardscrabble General by Jack Hurst
Jewish Soldiers in the Civil War by Adam Mendelsohn
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Roger Kalter, Marietta City Council
Mike McCauley, Marietta City Council
Michael Scales, Marietta City Council
Geoff Schenkel, Marietta City Council
Cassidi Shoaf, Marietta City Council
Sarah Snow, Marietta City Council
Steve Thomas, Marietta City Council
Tom Vukovic, Marietta City Council
Jefirey W. Danner, M.A.
Norm Pape, Commander, Gen. Benjamin Fearing Camp #2, SUVCW
Rev. Gene Sheppard, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Mary Alice Hoffman
Bill Thompson Il
Elsa Thompson
Jade and Andy Thompson
Laura Thompson and Bill Dauber

Funding for the Brig. Gen. William Pitt Richardson historical marker was
secured by the City of Marietta through the 2017 Community Development
Block Grant.

May 25, 1824 - August 4, 1886

City Council Chambers

The Civil War Round Table of the Mid-Ohio Valley is affiiated with the

Marietta Armory
Marietta Community Foundation. Donations to the foundation on behalf of the
Civil War Round Table of the Mid-Ohio Valley Fund are tax deductible. 215 Front Street
Contact Leight Murray, Recording-Secretary, CWRT-MOV, at 740 706 2575 Marietta, OH
or Imurray5154@gmail.com with questions or for more information.
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