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Notes from Nancy Arthur
If you haven’t put these dates on your calendar yet, you need to, because you won’t want to miss these Round Table activities!

July 13th is History in the Park, a first-time event for us. The annual Northwest Ordinance ceremony begins at 10, then make your way down Front Street, to visit the displays by a few history related organizations, providing you with information about their group. Our Round Table will be there, selling books to support our marker program and offering literature on our upcoming programs and field trip. A SAL Color Guard will be in attendance, a demonstration of a soldier’s life, games in the gazebo, tours of the First Congregational Church, plus a variety of food trucks. 

On July 18th, Scott Britton will be presenting “First Stop on the New Journey to Freedom” , a history of the Underground Railroad, at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 320 Second St. Marietta, in the Parrish Hall.  

Saturday, August 3rd, at the First Congregational Church, 318 Front St., we will honor Rufus R. and Mary Gates Dawes at 10:30. Presentations on Dawes’ military history and their family life will be offered. More to follow next month.

Plus, our annual field trip will be to several battlefields in Virginia over a 3 day span in September. Also, more to follow.

Friday, June 14th, at Marietta College, our Round Table, in conjunction with Marietta College Multicultural Genealogical Center and McDonough Center for Leadership and Business. presented a special evening with Ilene Evans, a storyteller/impersonator of Harriett Tubman and Hermina Glass-Hill, public historian, telling the story of Susie Baker King Taylor, a heroine of freedom and social justice. The College staff prepared a traditional cookout to celebrate Juneteenth. https://vimeo.com/257579497

Stories by Bill Teegarden
The Civil War ended in a small farmhouse in Durham
by: Story by Dair McNinch/UNC Media Hub
Posted: Apr 11, 2022 / 11:29 AM EDT
Updated: Apr 11, 2022 / 11:29 AM EDT

While Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee’s surrender at the Appomattox Courthouse in April 1865 is considered the emblematic end of the Civil War, the vast majority of the Confederacy’s forces had yet to lay down their arms.
The largest troop surrender of the war was negotiated days later in a farmhouse near what would become Durham, North Carolina. Confederate Gen. Joseph Johnston disobeyed Confederate President Jefferson Davis and agreed to the terms that saved the state from further destruction and ended the conflict in Florida, Georgia and the Carolinas.
The farmstead, which still stands today in northeast Durham and is on the National Register of Historic Places, has come to be known as Bennett Place. It originally belonged to James and Nancy Bennitt; at some point the site took on the more common spelling of Bennett.
By March 1865, Union Gen. William T. Sherman had entered North Carolina and brought with him the infamous “total war” tactics that had laid waste to South Carolina and Georgia. These tactics included destroying industry, infrastructure and civilian property along with military targets throughout the South.
In a last-ditch effort to stop Sherman’s drive through North Carolina, Johnston gathered 20,000 troops to surprise Sherman near the community of Bentonville in Johnston County and to cut him off before he could join other Union forces in Goldsboro.
The Battle of Bentonville, fought from March 19 to March 21, was the largest land engagement of the war in North Carolina. But the Confederacy was unable to stop Sherman’s 60,000-man army.
It was at this point, UNC-Chapel Hill history professor William Barney says, that Johnston realized there wasn’t much sense left in continuing the fight.
On April 9 in northern Virginia, Lee surrendered his forces to Union Gen. Ulysses S. Grant. After receiving the news from a messenger during church on Sunday morning, Davis packed up what was left of the government and fled to Greensboro, North Carolina.
“By 1863 Lee had become the embodiment of the Confederate cause,” Barney said. “So much like during the (American) Revolution, if Washington’s army was still on the field then there was still hope. And that was the case with Lee’s army.”
Barney said that even though Davis believed the South could keep fighting, word of Lee’s surrender prompted him to allow Johnston the chance to negotiate peace arrangements with Sherman.
On April 17, Johnston and Sherman met at the Bennitt’s farmhouse.
Sherman told Johnston at that meeting that President Abraham Lincoln had been assassinated two days earlier in Washington. Nevertheless, Sherman offered a set of terms that both Johnston and Davis were in favor of.
The terms promised a welcome return to the Union, free of political punishments, as long as the Confederate states’ legislatures officially acknowledged the Union and the military laid down its arms, Barney said. But, as it turned out, Sherman was out of line in offering these terms. 
Barney speculates that Sherman’s well-known conservatism was to blame for his desire not to further punish the South. He said that not only did Sherman believe the decision to allow slavery should be left up to Southerners, but he was also the only Union general who didn’t allow black troops to fight in his army. 
UNC-Chapel Hill history professor Harry Watson said Sherman’s ties to the South prior to the war likely also contributed to his actions during the negotiations at the Bennitt’s farmhouse. 
“Despite his destruction of civilian property and so on, he really did not want to bring social and political revolution to the South,” Watson said. “He was actually the president of the institution that later became LSU before secession, which at that time was a military academy.” 
Barney says that when word of Sherman’s proposed arrangements reached Washington, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton was furious. He then instructed Sherman to return to Johnston at their next meeting with strictly military-based terms, similar to the ones Grant gave Lee in Appomattox. 
When Davis heard the new terms, he ordered Johnston to disband the infantry and escape with the mounted troops. Watson said that Davis either hoped to create an exile government in Mexico, or to disband the army and engage in guerilla warfare throughout the South. 
James and Nancy Bennitt settled on their 325-acre farm with their three children 19 years prior to Sherman and Johnston’s meeting there. During the years of the war, they lost both of their sons as well as their daughter’s husband. 
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American Civil War (1861-1865) – Captain Luther Morris Buchwalter
I begin with a war that accounted for more casualties than any other conflict in American history. Captain Luther Buchwalter was born in Hallsville, Ohio on July 16, 1839 the son of Levi and Margaret Buchwalter.  When the Civil War started Luther enlisted on October 12, 1861 being promoted to first lieutenant November 9th of 1861 and then to captain on August 5th, 1862 as a member of Company A of 73rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry. On September 25th, 1863 the Union 11th and 12th corps were loaded onto trains and over the next few days moved from Virginia and the eastern theater of war to Bridgeport, Alabama to fight to relieve the siege of Union troops at Chattanooga, Tennessee.
Samuel Hurst in his “Journal History of 73rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry” recounts the events of Captain Buchwalter’s death at Battle of Wauhatchie at Lookout Mountain; “Captain Buchwalter went forth with company A deployed as skirmishers…..enemy began to fire from hill right down the line of battle.” Company A was ordered to form a line and charge the enemy. “In executing which movement, that gallant officer fell, mortally wounded…..Among our fallen, the regiment was called to mourn that brave and accomplished officer, Capt. Luther M. Buchwalter who fell leading his men in the fight and lived but a few hours after his wounding. He was an officer of great gallantry and worth, and a young man of highest promise, greatly esteemed by all who knew him.”
Captain Buchwalter is buried in Hallsville Cemetery and a Memorial Day celebration is held each year around his monument.
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ARKANSAS A-Z: The Civil War exploits of Cherokee leader Watie
September 25, 2022 at 2:29 a.m.
by Special to the Democrat-Gazette
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Stand Watie (Courtesy of the Butler Center for Arkansas Studies, Central Arkansas Library System)
He was a Cherokee leader who signed the Treaty of New Echota, which led to the tribe's removal from its homeland in the southeastern United States to the Indian Territory (modern-day Oklahoma). He also fought for the Confederate States of America during the Civil War, including at one of the fiercest battles in Arkansas, becoming the only American Indian to achieve a general's rank on either side during the war.
Stand Watie was named Degadoga, which means "he stands," when he was born on Dec. 12, 1806, near New Echota, Ga., the son of Oo-wa-tie, who was a full-blooded Cherokee, and Susanna Reese, who was half Cherokee. When his father took the name David Watie after his baptism in the Moravian Church, he renamed his son Isaac S. Watie. The youth combined his Cherokee and Moravian names to become Stand Watie.

The eastern Cherokee were politically split between the followers of Principal Chief John Ross and a group led by Major Ridge, his son John Ridge, Watie, and Watie's brother Elias Boudinot. In 1836, the Ridge faction signed the Treaty of New Echota, ceding the Cherokee lands in the east and leading to the tribe's removal to the Indian Territory on the Trail of Tears; the treaty group traveled separately from the rest of the tribe, with about 660 led by John Bell taking the Memphis to Little Rock Road to Arkansas' capital of Little Rock and then traveling to Evansville, in northwestern Arkansas, before passing into the territory.
Many Cherokee opposed those who signed the treaty, and on June 22, 1839, the two Ridges and Boudinot were executed. Watie escaped, though he did see the body of his murdered brother. Watie and Ross would remain bitter enemies for the rest of their lives. In 1842, Watie went into a grocery store in Washington County, Ark., and encountered James Foreman, one of the alleged killers of Major Ridge. The two fought, and Watie stabbed and shot Foreman, killing him. Watie was represented by Fayetteville jurist David Walker during his trial and was acquitted of murder charges.
When the Civil War began, Watie joined the Confederate army as a colonel, raising the First Cherokee Mounted Rifles in 1861, even as Ross and the Cherokee Nation wavered on whether to join with the South. They ultimately signed a treaty with the Confederacy. Watie and his troops fought at Wilson's Creek, Mo., in 1861, and at the March 1862 Battle of Pea Ridge in Arkansas. He was supposed to participate in the Battle of Prairie Grove on Dec. 7, 1862, but apparently never left the Indian Territory with his command.
ADVERTISEMENT
In July 1862, John Ross left the Indian Territory in the company of Federal troops, and in his absence, a Confederate-controlled Cherokee tribal council elected Watie as principal chief. Watie and his troops operated primarily in the Indian Territory, and many of their activities focused on attacking Unionist Indians and Federal supply caravans. Watie's men were part of a Confederate force defeated in the first battle of Cabin Creek on July 1–2, 1863, by a Union command that included the First Kansas Colored Infantry Regiment. He avenged himself on John Ross in October 1863 when his men raided the Cherokee capital at Talequah, burning the council house and Ross' home, Rose Hill. Watie gained noteworthy acclaim with the capture of the steamboat J.R. Williams on June 15, 1864, in which a total of $120,000 in food and supplies was seized. Watie's forces did much better in the second battle of Cabin Creek on Sept. 19, 1864, capturing a large Federal wagon train as part of operations that destroyed $1.5 million in Union property.
On June 29, 1864, Watie was commissioned as a brigadier general in the Confederate army, with the promotion to date from May 6, 1864. Watie was the only American Indian in either army to earn a general's rank. He was also the last Confederate general to surrender, which he did on June 23, 1865, near Doaksville in the Choctaw Nation.
ADVERTISEMENT
After the war, Watie participated in the Fort Smith Conference of 1865, designed to re-establish relations between the federal government and those tribes that had aligned themselves with the Confederacy. He also played a role in treaty negotiations in Washington before spending a few years in exile in the Choctaw Nation. He eventually returned to his pre-war home at Honey Springs, where he died on Sept. 9, 1871. He is buried in the Ridge Cemetery in Delaware County, Okla.

Books, Games and Movies from Bill’s Vault
To OPEN HYPERLINKS with PC -place cursor on Subject line, hold down Control and Left Click mouse / with Smart Phone – touch with finger or stylus 
CW Movies
DR. BRADLEY GOFFFRIED > Dr. Brad Gottfried received his doctorate in 1976 and then spent the next 40 years in higher education, beginning as a full-time faculty member, and retiring in 2017 as the President of the College of Southern Maryland. In between, he held a variety of administrative positions at several colleges. He has written sixteen books on the Civil War, including The Maps of Gettysburg: An Atlas of the Gettysburg Campaign Gettysburg and The Maps of Antietam: An Atlas of the Antietam Campaign, he is a frequent speaker. He is also an Antietam Certified Battlefield Guide and a Gettysburg Licensed Town Guide. He is married and has four children and seven grandchildren.
Team Photograph
A Civil War Romance Novel
He Fought with Washington
Civil War Spycraft
The Good Country - Jon K. Lauck
Battle of Murfreesboro
Master Slave Husband Wife - Ilyon Woo
9 Games Set During The Civil War
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Roger Kalter, Marietta City Council
Mike McCauley, Marietta City Council
Michael Scales, Marietta City Council
Geoff Schenkel, Marietta City Council
Cassidi Shoaf, Marietta City Council
Sarah Snow, Marietta City Council
Steve Thomas, Marietta City Council
Tom Vukovic, Marietta City Council
Jefirey W. Danner, M.A.
Norm Pape, Commander, Gen. Benjamin Fearing Camp #2, SUVCW
Rev. Gene Sheppard, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Mary Alice Hoffman
Bill Thompson Il
Elsa Thompson
Jade and Andy Thompson
Laura Thompson and Bill Dauber

Funding for the Brig. Gen. William Pitt Richardson historical marker was
secured by the City of Marietta through the 2017 Community Development
Block Grant.

May 25, 1824 - August 4, 1886

City Council Chambers

The Civil War Round Table of the Mid-Ohio Valley is affiiated with the

Marietta Armory
Marietta Community Foundation. Donations to the foundation on behalf of the
Civil War Round Table of the Mid-Ohio Valley Fund are tax deductible. 215 Front Street
Contact Leight Murray, Recording-Secretary, CWRT-MOV, at 740 706 2575 Marietta, OH
or Imurray5154@gmail.com with questions or for more information.
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